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J4 Meeting 217 MINUTES


Accredited Standards Committee

NCITS

Minutes (Approved - 22 March 1999)

Meeting Number 217, 25 - 30 January 1999
Host:  Mr. Donald F. Nelson, Compaq

J4 COBOL Technical Committee
Secretary:  Mr. Raymond W. Fisher, EDS

Phoenix, Arizona, USA
Scribe:  Mr. Donald F. Nelson, Compaq

Mr. Don Schricker, chair, called the 217th meeting of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee to order at 0830 hours Mountain Standard Time (MST) on Monday, 25 January 1999 in Phoenix, Arizona.  In the absence of the secretary, Mr. Schricker asked Mr. Nelson to record notes of the proceeding for the secretary to use in preparing the minutes.

The paragraphs in these minutes correspond to the agenda item number regardless of the sequence in which topics were processed.  If the committee did not discuss a subordinate agenda item, that item is omitted from the minutes.  Actions under some agenda items may have occurred on multiple days.

Attendance:


Name
Organization




Dates         January 1999





25
26
27
28
29
30


Donald F. Nelson
Compaq
M
M
M
M
M
--

*
Raymond W. Fisher, CCP
EDS
--
--
--
--
--
--


Artur Reimann
Fujitsu Software
M
M
M
M
M
M


Walter Murray
Hewlett-Packard
A
A
A
A
A
--


Ann Wallace
IBM
M
M
M
M
M
M


Michael W. Watson
Interex SIGCOBOL (Watson System Resources Inc)
L
L
L
L
-
-


Wataru Takagi
ITSCJ
M
M
M
M
M
M


Robert A. Karlin
Karlin's Korner
M
M
M
M
M
M


Don A. Schricker  (Chair)
Micro Focus
M
M
M
M
M
M

*
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
None
--
--
--
--
--
--


John R. Brieschke 
Unisys
M
M
M
M
M
M


Bruce Hobbs
Victor Consulting
--
--
A
A
A
--

*
Steven Spiro
Wizard Systems
--
--
--
--
--
--


Legend of Attendance List:

A
alternate member present

G
guest present

L
liaison representative present

M
primary member present

N
non-voting member present

O
observer present

--
primary member absent

-
person absent

*
member did not fulfill attendance requirements for this meeting

1.  Membership report

Mr. Schricker presented the membership   The following actions concern membership in J4:

--
Mr. Bruce Hobbs is an alternate for Victor Consulting.

--
No members are in jeopardy.

Membership is twelve; a quorum is four.  The current membership is shown in the attached J4 Mailing List.

2.  Distribution of documents

The documents distributed for this meeting are listed in the attached document register.

3.  Approval of agenda

Mr. Brieschke moved and Mr. Reimann seconded that:

the agenda for meeting 217 of the J4 COBOL Technical Committee be approved as amended by the Chair.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

The final agenda, J4/99-0059, is attached.

4.  Standing Documents - no action requirement unless an issue is raised

Mr. Nelson will update S-5, Style Guide, and submit it for addition to the web.

5.  Meeting planning

5.1  Future meetings

The future meetings scheduled for J4 are as follows:

DATE
Number
Meeting Type
Location / Host

15 - 26 March 1999
M-218
J4
Las Vegas, Nevada
Mr. Schricker, Micro Focus

17 - 21 May 1999
M-219
J4
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania
Mr. Fisher, EDS

12 - 16 July 1999
M-220
J4
Salem, Massachusetts
Mr. Schricker, Micro Focus

13 - 17 September 1999
M-221
J4
Minneapolis,, Minnesota
Mr. Brieschke, Unisys

14 - 19 November 1999
M-222
J4
S.F. Bay Area
Mr. Reimann, Fujitsu

17 - 28 January 2000
M-223
J4
Carmel, California
Ms Wallace, IBM

19 - 24 March 2000
M-224
J4
open

The following is a list of hosting activities of each J4 member:

Organization
Name
Last Hosting
Next Hosting

Micro Focus
Don A. Schricker
November 1998
M-218 / March 1999

EDS
Raymond W. Fisher
October 1998
M-219 / May 1999

Micro Focus
Don A. Schricker
March 1998
M-220 / July 1999

Unisys
John R. Brieschke
June 1998
M-221 / September 1999

Fujitsu Software
Artur Reimann
October 1997
M-222 / November 1999

IBM
Ann Wallace
April 1998
M-223 / January 2000

Wizard Systems
Stephen Spiro
--
--

ITSCJ
Wataru Takagi
May 1995
--

Hewlett-Packard
Veeru Mehta
December 1996
--

Victor Consulting
Barry Tauber
August 1998
--

--
Wim Ebbinkhuijsen
--
--

Karlin's Korner
Robert A Karlin
--
--

Compaq
Don Nelson
January 1999
--

6.  Treasurer's report

6.1  98-0592 - Treasurer's Report for Meeting 216 (Brieschke)

Mr. Brieschke presented J4/98-0592, J4 Treasurer's Report for meeting 216.  Mr. Brieschke recommended that the meeting fee for meeting 218 in March 1999 be set at $200.00.

Mr. Nelson moved and Ms. Wallace seconded that:

the meeting fee be set at $200.00 for the March 1999 meeting (218).

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

7.  Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments (Fisher)

The Committee members were requested to mark off the items they had completed on a copy of the Action Item List and give the marked copies to Mr. Nelson.

10  Report of J4 Chair

10.2
98-0572 - J4 annual report to NCITS (Schricker)


Mr. Schricker attended the NCITS meeting and reported that there was nothing that was important for J4 except that they did question Mr. Schricker about J4's activity on Y2K topics.  He said that the COBOL standard has been Y2K compliant since 1989, when the intrinsic functions were added.  Mr. Schricker also indicated that the schedule for the next standard may slip because there were a large number of comments on the CD review.

10.3  Web site feedback, including

         - zipped files
         - administrative section

The Committee agreed that the organization of the web site works out well.  Some minor suggestions for improvement were made.

12.  Processing of Base Document

12.1  Status of Base Document (Nelson)

12.1.1  99-0004 - Combined Change Proposal CD 1.4  #3 (Nelson)

In the future, Mr. Nelson will send out a document showing the errors in the combined change proposal when the error is enough to cause the item to be out or order, have the wrong page number, or cause members to not realize there is a change in a specific place.

12.2  98-0428 - Schedule for revision of ISO 1989:1985 - COBOL (Wallace)

It was decided that this will be examined again at the March meeting due to the large number of comments and changes that the Committee had to process.

15.  Items requiring significant direction - give general direction

15.4  99-0001 - Scope of Parameterized Classes (Schricker) - see also 99-0025 and 99-0026

The papers were discussed and it was decided that a full discussion will be held during the OO portion of the March meeting.

15.5  99-0010 - Externalized names (Reimann) 

During discussion of the paper, the committee took this straw vote:

The word "inline" should not be hyphenated.


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
6
0
3

Mr. Nelson shall ensure that all references to "in-line" in the base document will be changed to "inline" and shall add inline to the style guide.

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

approve 99-0010 as modified during discussions at meeting 217.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare 99-0061, a revision of 99-0010 containing the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0061 to the combined change proposal.

15.6  99-0002 - Questions on changes of file to file connector (Nelson)

         99-0009 - Questions on changes of file to file connector (Reimann)

         99-0049 - File and file connector (Wallace)

         99-0056 - Files and file connectors (Reimann)

Mr. Nelson will develop a proposal based on the discussion.  The basic concept is that the word "file" will mean the logical file and "physical file" will be used for the actual physical file.  Some uses of file connector will be changed to "file".

15.11  SAME AS clause

15.11.1  99-0007 - SAME AS clause (Piggott)

15.11.2  99-0032 - Comments on SAME AS (Friedman)

15.11.3  99-0041 - SAME AS clause for elementary items only (Ebbinkhuijsen

15.11.4  99-0055 - Analysis of SAME AS comments (Reimann)

99-0055 was used as a guide because it includes the basic information from the other papers.

Ms. Wallace moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

request Mr. Reimann to develop a proposal based on the direction established during discussion of 99-0055.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

15.12  99-0028 - IMPLEMENTS clause (Noba/Reimann)

The proposal will be discussed during the OO portion of the next meeting.

16.  Quality review comment processing

16.1  98-0443 - CD 1.4 review comments - 8/20/98 (Wallace)

By consensus, the changes suggested in the paper, after minor corrections, were added to the combined change proposal by Mr. Nelson.  The paper is considered to be complete.

16.2  98-0452 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapter 13 - Data Division (Bart)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: C-1, C-2, C-6, C-7, C-8, C-9, C-11, C13, C-14, C-17, C-25, C-26, C-27, C-29, C-30, C-33, C-34, C-35, C-36

Future consideration: C-3, C-5

Under investigation: C-4 (Karlin); C-16, C-18, C-19, C-20, C-21, C-22, C-23 (Ebbinkhuijsen); C-24 (Reimann); C-31 (Schricker)

Change made by project editor: C-6, C10, C12, C-15, C-32

Being addressed by other proposals:  C-28

Change already made:  C-37

16.3  98-0454 - COBOL CD 1.4 Chapter 14 - Procedure Division (Bart)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: D-4, D-13, D-14, D-23, D-26

Under investigation: D-2 (Schricker); D-8, D-21 (Karlin); D-25 (Brieschke); D-28 (Nelson)

Change made by project editor: D-1, D-5, D-8, D-9, D-10, D-12,, D-17, D-20, D-24, D-27

Being addressed by other proposals: D-22

Change already made: D-6, D-18

Noted: D-3, D-19

Accepted comment but not solution: D-7

Accepted and fix being worked on: D-11, D-13 (Schricker); D-16 (Nelson)

Answered:  D-15

16.4  98-0456 - CD 1.4 review comments, editorial - 8/31/98 (Wallace)

Item 5 was rejected, items 2 and 7 were already in the combined change proposal, and changes were made to the base document by the project editor for all of the other items.  The paper is complete.

16.5  98-0458 - CD 1.4 review comments - 9/1/98 (Wallace)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: 11, 12, 19

Under investigation:

Change made by project editor: 6, 8, 9, 10, 15, 21, 22, 23, 24

Being addressed by other proposals:

Change already made:  3

Noted:

Accepted comment but not solution:

Accepted and fix being worked on: 1, 20 (Nelson); 2, 16, 17, 18  (Schricker); 4, 5 (Wallace); 7, 11 (Reimann)

Answered:

Postponed to OO portion of March meeting: 13, 14, 23

16.6  98-0459 - CD 1.4 - Chapter 15 thru end (Bart)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 15, 41

Under investigation: 3, 30 (Wallace), 18 (Murray)

Change made by project editor: 10, 11, 17, 21, 23, 25, 29, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40

Being addressed by other proposals:

Change already made: 19, 22, 26

Noted: 27, 28, 31

Accepted comment but not solution:

Accepted and fix being worked on: 2, 4, 16 (Nelson); 20 (Wallace), 38 (Nelson)

Answered:  8, 12, 13

Future consideration: 14

Irrelevant:  24, 42 to 46

The committee took the following straw votes:

Accept comment F-15


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
2
4
2

Accept comment F-16 and expand to all applicable functions


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
6
2
1

Delete the last sentence of item 3 in archaic elements


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
7
2
0

16.7  98-0460 - CD 1.4 - Typography Chapter 15 thru end (Bart)

        99-0005 - Analysis of 98-0460 (Nelson)

        99-0047 - Analysis of 98-0460 and 99-0005 (Wallace)

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 98-0005 as modified during discussions at meeting 217 except the change for item 25.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
9
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 98-0005 to the combined change proposal.

99-0047 will be updated by Ms. Wallace.

16.8  98-0462 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - 9/9/98 (Wallace)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: 1, 4, 11

Under investigation: 2, 5, 6 (Wallace); 10 (Brieschke)

Change made by project editor: 8, 9

Accepted and fix being worked on: 3 (Reimann); 6 (Nelson – 98-0566)

16.9  98-0463 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - editorial - 9/9/98 (Wallace)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: 5, 11a, 12, 13a, 16

Change made by project editor: 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 11b, 13b, 15, 17, 18, 20, 21

Change already made: 4, 9

Accepted and fix being worked on: 14 (Schricker)

Irrelevant:  10

Postponed to OO portion of March meeting: 19

The project editor should go through all of the headers in 14.6 and make them consistently plural


Yes
No
Abstain

All present
3
1
5

16.10  98-0464 - CD 1.4 -- Consistency of the Format Diagrams (Bart)

          99-0039 - Reaction on document 98-0464: Format diagrams & some misc (Ebbinkhuijsen)

          99-0048 - Comments on 98-0464 and 99-0039 (Wallace)

Mr. Nelson will develop a proposal to address H-17 through H-25 in all of the papers.

Mr. Nelson moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 99-0039 and 99-0048 as modified during discussion at meeting 217.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
9
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0039 and 99-0048 to the combined change proposal. 

16.11
98-0465 - CD 1.4 quality review comments - editorial 9/18/98 (Wallace)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: 1b, 7

Under investigation: 3 (Reimann)

Change made by project editor: 6, 10, 12, 13

Being addressed by other proposals: 4

Change already made:  1a, 5

Noted:

Accepted comment but not solution:

Accepted and fix being worked on: 11 (Hobbs)

Answered:

Irrelevant:  

Postponed to OO portion of March meeting: 

Parts of 4 are postponed to after resolution of 99-0006 and 99-0036

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Murray seconded to:

Accept item 9 in 98-0465 as modified.

The motion failed with a vote of:

YES --
3
NO --
5
ABSTAIN -- 
0

16.12
98-0466 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 9/18/98 (Wallace)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: 1, 7, 8, 12, 15, 17, 24

Under investigation: 9 (Schricker)

Change made by project editor: 4, 6, 10, 16, 17, 18, 22

Change already made: 5

Accepted and fix being worked on: 2, 3 (Nelson); 11 (Schricker); 20, 21, 23 (Wallace)

Previously assigned: 13

Withdrawn: 14

Duplicate: 19

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Hobbs seconded to:

Move items 16.35, 18.22, 18.27, and 18.43 to be considered Friday afternoon

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Ms. Wallace moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

Move items 16.57, and 16.58 to be considered immediately after lunch on Friday afternoon

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

16.13  98-0467 - CD 1.4 quality review comments 9/19/98 (Wallace)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected: 6a, 13b, 16, 24b, 30b

Under investigation: 10 (Wallace), 26b (Schricker), 26c (Schricker), 27 (Schricker), 29

Change made by project editor: 2, 4, 6b, 7, 11, 13a, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24a, 26a, 29, 31, 32

Being addressed by other proposals: 

Change already made:

Noted:

Accepted comment but not solution:

Accepted and fix being worked on: 1, 9, 25, 28, 30a (Wallace); 3 (Schricker); 5, 12 (Nelson); 8 (Reimann)

Answered:

Irrelevant:  

Postponed to OO portion of March meeting: 

Duplicate: 15

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Hobbs seconded to:

Move item 16.49 to be considered Friday afternoon after the previously moved items

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
7
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

16.16   98-0471   Interfacing with C:  The ANY phrase  (Friedman)

WG4 rejected the addition of this feature at this time.

This matter is deferred for consideration in a future revision and will be added to S-16, Candidates for future revision.

16.17  98-0472 – Quality Review comments – editorial  (Schricker)

During discussion, the following actions were taken on the indicated items:

Rejected:  21, 22, 24, 26, 27, 28

Under investigation:

Change made by project editor:   1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10b, 10c, 11, 12, 13, 15, 16, 19, 20, 23, 29, 30, 31, 32

Being addressed by other proposals:

Change already made:  17, 18

Noted:  25

Accepted comment but not solution:

Accepted and fix being worked on: 8 (Nelson)

Answered:

Irrelevant:  

Postponed to OO portion of March meeting: 

Duplicate:  10a, 14

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Reimann seconded to:

approve 98-0472 as modified during discussion at meeting 217.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

This paper will be included in 99-0065, Changes from meeting 217, which will be included in the next Combined Change Proposal by Mr. Nelson.

16.35  99-0029 - Restore ANY LENGTH clause (Reimann)
           98-0539 - ANY LENGTH data item (Spiro)
           99-0054 - Questions on ANY LENGTH, 99-0029 (Wallace)

There is consensus that the alternate syntax in 98-0539 is rejected.  There is also consensus that item 3 in 98-0539 be rejected.  99-0054 was discussed, some changes were made to 99-0029, and 99-0054 is considered to be complete.

The committee took this straw vote (only members were present):

Allow methods with ANY LENGTH formal parameters to be invoked through universal object references


Yes
No
Abstain

Voting embers 
3
3
2

Mr. Reimann will rewrite the proposal incorporating the direction given at the meeting.

16.49  99-0006 - Miscellaneous editorial changes meeting 215 (Nelson)

           99-0036 - Files and objects (98-0487) (Reimann)

Mr. Reimann will update 99-0036 based on the discussion.  Proposal item 4 in 99-0006 will be included in this update and will not be considered in future discussion of 99-0006.  The rewrite will include a new subsection of 10.4 that explains allocated storage.

16.58  98-0588 - Quality Review) - Use "optional" instead of "Processor Dependent" (Klein)

Ms. Wallace moved and Mr. Nelson seconded to:

retain the category processor-dependent as currently defined

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

This paper was rejected.

18  Corrections

18.22  99-0035 - Consolidate Uniqueness of References with Identifiers (98-0423/37) (Reimann)
          98-0549 - Uniqueness of reference (Ebbinkhuijsen)

The committee took this straw vote (only members were present):

Uniqueness of reference should precede identifiers


Yes
No
Abstain

Voting members
3
1
4

Mr. Reimann will rewrite the proposal incorporating the direction given at the meeting.

18.27  99-0037 - Essential characteristics of a type (98-0434/20a) (Reimann)

Mr. Reimann moved and Mr. Hobbs seconded to:

approve 99-0037 as modified during discussions at meeting 217.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
8
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Reimann will prepare an update to 99-0037 containing the approved modifications.

Mr. Nelson will apply the updated proposal to the combined change proposal.

18.43  99-0013 - Refine ALLOCATE/FREE (Reimann)

Mr. Wallace moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

approve 99-0013 as modified during discussions at meeting 217.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
6
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Mr. Nelson will apply 99-0013 to the combined change proposal.

26.   Prepare agenda for next meeting

Mr. Karlin moved and Mr. Reimann seconded that

the agenda for meeting 218 be approved as modified.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

Ms Wallace moved and Mr. Karlin seconded to:

adjourn the meeting.

The motion passed with a vote of:

YES --
5
NO --
0
ABSTAIN -- 
0

The chair declared the meeting adjourned at 1645 hours MST, Saturday, 30 January 1999.

                  SUMMARY of J4 ROLL CALL VOTES

There were no roll call votes taken at this meeting.

SUMMARY OF DOCUMENTS ATTACHED TO J4 MEETING 217 MINUTES

Document Number
Date
Topic

J4/99-0059
25 January 1999
J4 Meeting 217 Agenda

J4/99-0060
1 February 1999
Treasurer's Report for Meeting 217

J4/99-0118
4 March 1999
J4 Meeting 217 Action Item and Dynamic Document Assignments

J4/99-0066
22 February 1999
J4 Document Register - M217

J4/99-0068
2 February 1999
J4 Meeting 217 Mailing List

Respectfully submitted,

RAYMOND W. FISHER, CCP

J4 Secretary


